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The Resilient Heart of Deeds Ministry 


RIENEKE HELDER 
JUNIOR REPORTER 


Every Friday night, a group of Redeemer students, 
who call themselves “Deeds,” gathers in one way or anoth- 
er. In spite of weather advisories, exam seasons, and global 
pandemics, there have been few Friday nights where some 
collection from this persistent group of students hasn’t as- 
sembled in one way or another. 


On a typical night, students haul styrofoam cups and three 
orange Gatorade jugs filled with hot chocolate onto city bus- 
es and head down the mountain. Their purpose is to build 
relationships and a sense of community, handing out hot 
chocolate as an ice breaker and getting to know individuals 
who are homeless, marginalized, 
or simply walking by on their way 
somewhere. 


In the current context of tightened 
restrictions and new variants, the 
group has begun meeting virtu- 
ally for evenings of prayer in lieu 
of the traditional Deeds nights. In 
keeping with its history, Deeds is 
refusing to die out. 


Deeds has existed for almost 
twenty years. It didn’t start at 
Redeemer; it started when two 
students at York University in 
Toronto challenged each other 


“I'm going to try to 
keep this club going 
because it has the 
potential to be a blessing 
to both students and 
the people downtown, 
but if it dies out, so be it. 
God will accomplish 
his mission some 


Deeds made its way from Toronto to Redeemer in 2007. 
It was carried over after a group of Redeemer students 
visited during what used to be an annual mission trip to 
Toronto. One student had become friends with the York 
student who had started Deeds, and asked him to lead the 
Redeemer students on their first experience with it. 


The feelings that were stirred up in those York students 
that spurred them on to begin Deeds seem to be ones that 
most students who have been on Deeds before have felt. 


Over the last two years, it’s become hard to predict which 
activities and clubs will stick around for long. It’s more 
than a question of interest. Leaders of clubs have had to 
take into account health and safety, restrictions, and what 
resources will be available at any given 
time. The turn out on Friday nights has 
ebbed and flowed, but it looks like Deeds 
is here to stay. 


Redeemer alumnus John Schuurman was 
an avid Deeds participant throughout his 
time here. He was a leader for two years 
and now works for Indwell, once again 
finding something special in justice work 
and spending time with the marginalized. 
“Where Deeds [is] meeting people with 
love, so [is] Indwell, to the point where 
people’s experience with homelessness 
[is] ending,” Schuurman shared. 


What is it about this type of work that pulls 


to run from their campus all the other wa ” people in? Schuurman has a few thoughts 
way to Union Station. The two y. on this. “It addresses different kinds of 
locations were on the northern - James Scott hunger people feel in their spiritual life 


and southern edges of Toronto, 

making their jog nearly thirty ki- 

lometers. If they were going to run this far, they wanted to 
have a purpose. The cause that first came to mind was an 
on-campus group that distributed food to the homeless in 
Toronto. They collected pledges and raised nearly $2,000. 
After they finished their run, the students joined the club 
on the streets once a month. They were inspired by these 
months and realized just how easy it was for them to be 
more involved in the community they were growing to be a 
part of. With that, the idea of Deeds was born, 


that they don’t find in a lot of other places. 

It’s a really accessible way to build rela- 
tionships and friendships with people who are otherwise 
excluded from friendship by almost every other person in 
their world.” 


Not only are the friendships with the people that students 
meet on Deeds important for them, they are significant to 
the community. “It’s really easy to find volunteer opportu- 
nities to provide service to people who are marginalized or 
homeless, but there aren't a lot of places that people who 


are living on the streets can go to build friendships. There 
isn’t a “listening ear” centre in Hamilton. That’s something 
that has made it really unique and valuable to people in 
Hamilton.” 


Fourth-year student James Scott has been leading Deeds 
for much of his time at Redeemer. He’s watched Deeds 
evolve over the last few years. When he first started go- 
ing, there were usually six to eight students every Friday 
night. “It was really tightly knit, but if anyone was busy 
then it was even smaller.” This past semester, attendance 
has been anywhere between five and thirty-five students. 


Looking at the past two years and how much improvisation 
has been required of every club and activity at Redeemer, 
students’ enthusiasm for Deeds after several lockdowns is 
encouraging, to say the least. Yet at the same time, Scott 
has a humble perspective on the club. 


“I never thought that it would die out, but I definitely saw 
that it could happen and had to come to terms with that,” 
Scott shared. “I kind of came to the conclusion that you 
know what, this is great for the students and for some peo- 
ple downtown, but God doesn’t need Deeds. I'm going to 
try to keep this club going because it has the potential to 
be a blessing to both students and the people downtown, 
but if it dies out, so be it. God will accomplish his mission 
some other way.” 


Avigail Venema, a first-year student who has found a love 
for Deeds like Scott, Schuurman, and so many other Re- 
deemer students, shared her experience. Venema is in- 
spired by her parents’ example: “They've been reaching 
out to the people that others ignore for years, and it was 
something I wanted to do, too.” 


Looking back on her encounters so far, she realizes just 
how much she has learned. “I've learned to appreciate the 
little things that I have. [I see] some of their despair, and 
I can better see the joy I have in Christ. In those who still 
have joy or hope, I am encouraged to have greater joy and 


hope.” 


Even as the city of Hamilton, Redeemer University, and the 
student body all continue to change, you can expect to still 
find Deeds meeting every Friday at 6 p.m. at the Rec Centre. 
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A Letter From The Editor 


Welcome back, Redeemer! We're back from a long Christmas break, and we are now zip- 
ping through February—arguably the worst month of the year. There’s lots to be grateful for though: 
Redeemer students are moved into and studying in the long awaited new building, the dome has 
been resurrected, Redeemer remained open for business through the thirty billionth provincial 
lockdown, and in a few short days, we will all be enjoying a week-long reading break that somehow 
our COVID-19 overlords have mercifully decided not to cancel. I'll meet you guys in Florida. 


Beyond those silver linings, our outlook on the world right now has the potential to become bleak. 
All it takes is one scroll through social media to see the deep divides that exist within our coun- 
try and our communities, especially regarding vaccines and vaccination mandates, and the recent 
trucker convoy. All the Bell Let’s Talk Days in the world won't fix the loneliness that some are feel- 
ing after years of increased isolation or the pain from feuding with loved ones over political differ- 
ences. We live in a broken world, and this February, it feels particularly shattered. 


I am grateful, in the face of these issues, to attend a school where we are able to have rich and 
grace-filled conversations on difficult topics. I am thankful for the ways the Redeemer community 
has persevered and been strengthened throughout the pandemic. I am encouraged by the hope that 
comes from faith in Jesus Christ. This month’s copy of the Crown reflects all three of these themes: 
a desire for respectful discussion on difficult topics, a celebration of our community, and a rooted- 
ness in hope for what is to come. 


What does that look like specifically? On our cover, Rieneke Helder brings us a background and 
update on Deeds ministry, explaining how this student-led program has not only persisted but 
thrived throughout COVID-19. Grace Rajballie writes about the new art on display in Redeemer's 
art gallery, a photography exhibit by Lindsay Rothrock that explores the theme of embodiment. 
Get to know your profs better through “Prof(essing) Love,” three love stories from Redeemer pro- 
fessors, and through our prof. profiles, where Dr. Sikkema exposes himself for breaking his New 
Year's Resolution. lan DeJong writes a review on Netflix heavy-hitter Don't Look Up and tells 
us how this dystopian tale actually has elements that are consistent with a Reformed worldview, 
DeJong also takes on the trucker convoy, offering an opinion piece about how to respond to a 
controversial movement as a Christian in pursuit of justice. We've also got another article from the 
vault, this time featuring a former version of Redeemer’s campus expansion plans and, of course, 
The Classifieds, written by you. 


Feel free to reach out to us if you have feedback on something you read here-we love hearing from 
you. Happy reading! 


Lucy Brinkman 
Editor-in-Chief 
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Crown Office 

c/o Redeemer University ‘The opinions expressed in the Crown are not necessarily those of The Crown is published by students six times per academic year 
777 Garner Road East, Redeemer University’s student body, faculty, or administration. and is funded by the students of Redeemer University 


Ancaster, ON LoK 1J4 but is dedicated to the broader universtiy community. 


Classifieds 


Welcome to Redeemer’s Classifieds! This section of The Crown is devoted to publishing what students have to 
say. This is a spot for you to say what's on your mind, whether that’s telling us who you're crushing on, advertis- 
ing an event, asking your neighbour to turn down the music at night or just doing some shameless self promo- 
tion. Keep an eye out on our instagram for a chance to submit your message for our next edition. 


The new building has a 
lot of hype for a building 
without a coat rack ... js 


Forget about ring by 
spring, it's called a 
bachelor's degree for a 
reason, pal. 


Why can't | do long 
distance learning from 
England 
at Redeemer? 


Follow Cremer. cart 


Pleeeease somebody fix 
the broken projector in 
the Aud 


Friday, February 4th 
should have been a snow 
day. 

I'll take Friday, February 
11th as one instead, all 
are welcome to join. 


sam steeles, i'm 
obsessed with you 
Happy Birthday Caleb 
Bouma! | hope everyone 


who sees this gives hima 
big hug. 


New weekend activity 
idea: karaoke nights at 
25 Roelfson 


I'm tired of opening my 

mailbox and nothing be- 

ing in it. Bring intercam- 
pus mail glory days! 


Loving the new Live 
Laugh Love Center! 


Wait till second years 
find out what a winter 
semester is like WITH 
a reading break... game 
changer, 


No man can hold my hand 
until | hear his testimony. 


Props to Redeemer for 
transparent communica- 
tion in the covid update 

over Christmas. 
Let's keep it up! 


Follow @klassenlouter- 
theatre to get updates on 
our upcoming production 

of Henry the Fifth! 


Can someone leave me a 
note in my mailbox... 


lf you want to join a 
Euchre League we are on 
Instagram 
@redeemer_large_games 


Three cheers for 
Tropicana lemonade 
being back at communal, 
Snapple lemonade sucks. 


The market should be 
open on 
weekends 


Hey Refresh, where do 

you put all the uneaten 

hot food after you close 
down for the day? 


Can certain students 
Stop posting in the app... 
Every. Day. 


Great job on the crown 
this 
ear team! 


Felt ironic how Redeemer 
tried to get student 
actors to promote the 
school right after cancel- 
ling the program of the 
student actors. 


#truckersforfreedom 
anyone? 


Can we all 
appreciate that Dr, Faber 
graded HUM 120 assign- 
ments the very next day? 

Unprecedented. 


Petition to make the 
sausage farmer's wraps 
free at Tim's 


Thank goodness the gym 
is open again! We're tired 
of 
hearing the guys next 
door doing jumping jacks! 


Bachelor/Bachelorette 
Auction for charity com- 
ing soon to @redeemer_ 

singles_tinder. 


There shouldn’t be a wall 
between the beds in the 
new building! 


Communal needs to be 
better 


Did the dome really fall? 
Are the truckers really 
still in Ottawa? We need 
media coverage... 


Does a parking spot be- 

come permanently yours 

if you leave a yellow box 
in it? Now | know. 


I'm confused by the point 
of this 


Chapel worship has been 
top tier this semester. 
Aaron Lantz how do you 
do it. 


Every girl wants flowers 
for valentine's day- it's 
bare minimum. 
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What the Truck? 
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Image used with permission from Tori Brooke Photography. 


Reflections on the Freedom Convoy in Canada 


IAN DEJONG 
SENIOR REPORTER 


For quite some time, Canadians have been sub- 
ject to heated discourse on the topic of vaccines and, more 
broadly, vaccination mandates. Recently, these conversa- 
tions have reached a boiling point. 


On January 22, the Canadian federal government imple- 
mented a policy that requires unvaccinated truck drivers to 
quarantine once they have returned from the United States 
border. In response to this, Canadian truckers across the 
country planned to participate in a “Freedom Convoy” to 
Parliament Hill in Ottawa and protest this policy. Soon 
enough, supported by many Canadians and subsequent 
protests en route to the capital city, the protest morphed 
into a vastly popular and controversial cry against the gov- 
ernment to remove all COVID-19 restrictions, such as mask 
mandates, lockdown restrictions, and vaccination policies. 
Thousands of trucks have participated in this movement, 
almost breaking the record for the biggest convoy in the 
world. Whether we think this convoy is progress or repeat- 
ing history, most Redeemer students sit back in awe at this 
historic moment. 


There is a lot to be said about this issue, but most of our 
posture towards it drips with bias, either for or against this 
movement, and there is a lack of nuance from both sides. 
One ought to consider the issue from both sides insofar as 
they are reasonable and acknowledge that protesting re- 
quires a standard of justice, which can be found in Scrip- 
ture. The proper attitude when examining these events 
from recent weeks is to evaluate them with clear heads and 
humble hearts. 


It is just over one week since the convoy reached Ottawa— 
where are we now? The week has been a mix of good and 
bad, reputable and deplorable. Early on in the week, pro- 
testors were seen dancing and drinking on the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier, a national monument to Canada’s fallen 
soldiers. Others decorated the statue of Terry Fox, giving 
him an upside-down Canadian flag to hold. Ottawa resi- 
dents and small business owners have been caught in the 
crossfire, as constant truck horns blare in the city streets 
and clog up the city. There have been some extremists in 
support of the movement, with one swastika flag and a few 
Confederate flags flying outside of Parliament. 


However, many of these actions (except the honking) have 
been denounced by the majority of protestors, and positive 
actions have popped up as well: the accounts of homeless 
individuals being fed, hockey games in the streets, and a 
general sense of passion and patriotism have come from 
the downtown core. There are those with good intentions 
and those who seek evil who are participating in this pro- 
test, and as Christians, we ought to listen to the genuine 
freedom fighters and be quick to condemn acts of violence, 
intimidation, and racism. 


What are the motivations be- 
hind this movement? It is un- 


protests, something that has recently been abused in our 
common discourse. Unfortunately for some convoy sup- 
porters, there is not much biblical support for their hatred, 
disrespect, and calls for freedom. 


The biblical perspective on government is summarized in 
Romans 13:1-2, in which Paul says, “Let everyone be sub- 
ject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority 
except that which God has established... Consequently, 
whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against 
what God has instituted.” The implication for today sug- 

gests that God instructs us to respect the Ca- 

nadian government because he continues to 


derstandable to see how the : use it as a necessary instrument for justice. 
truckers feel that the vaccina- There are those with Being fueled by hatred towards the govern- 
ciattacomeunneseartgnee,  CCCUIMONUONS ANG ENDS cae sey tho aagumont putt ocward by 
that truck drivers are not often who seek evil who are John Calvin, Abraham Kuyper, Bob Goudz- 
in contact with people as part of + at ats a . waard, Vince Bacote and more, which shows 
their job. Additional protestors participating In this protest, that Reformed theologians should be turn- 
throughout the country gener- and 4s Christians, we ought ing in their graves, even if they are still alive. 
ally seek freedom of choice when ; ; 

it comes to getting vaccinated, to listen to the penuine But since the government is a sphere of au- 
and they rightfully wish to enjoy : thority under God, it still requires account- 
the freedoms that they once had freedom fighters and be ability and support from its citizens so that 


prior to lockdowns. But do bad 
policies demand dishonourable 
forms of action? 


Those who criticize the move- 
ment are right to be skeptical 
of the morality and effective- 
ness of the protest. Peaceful protests are permitted by the 
federal government, but some convoy leaders still favour 
revolutionary tendencies. This includes Ontario's convoy 
organizer, Jason LaFace, who called for a dissolution of the 
government, Furthermore, protests must require a proper 
understanding of our law if change can be effective. There 
is not much ground for protestors in their assertion that 
COVID-19 mandates are unconstitutional. This argument 
comes from Keith Wilson, the aiding lawyer to the convoy’s 
organizers. However, all vaccination mandates provide a 
degree of freedom to resist the vaccine, and they are con- 
sistent with the first section of the Charter, which acknowl- 
edges that constitutional rights have their limits. 


Yet, hearing mainstream justifications on both sides is not 
enough. It is essential to seek the biblical understanding of 


quick to condemn acts of 
violence, intimidation, 
and racism. 


it can fulfill its role to properly execute jus- 
tice. Protesting against mandates should not 
come from the desire to seek autonomy or 
the ability to do whatever we like. Rather, 
we should encourage our leaders to provide 
freedom as means to an end because we are 
created in the image of God (Genesis 1:27) 
and He intends us to be liberated from corruption (Ro- 
mans 8:21). 


As of February 7, Ottawa has declared a state of emergency 
because of the remaining protestors, but there are still no 
signs of altering COVID-19 policies. So, what do we do in 
the face of failed leadership after failed protests? God's 
Word suggests that we ought to be slow to anger (Prov- 
erbs 14:29), adopt patience (Proverbs 15:18), lament the 
current state of failed leadership (Habakkuk 1:2-4), and 
trust in God’s power to redeem what is broken. My hope 
is that Redeemer students can be inspired by God’s Word 
to properly evaluate the purpose of government but also be 
humbled in our response to political injustice. 
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Exploring 
Embodiment 
Through 


Photography 


Lindsey Rothrock 's 
Art Exibit Opens 


at Redeemer 


GRACE RAJBALLIE 
SENIOR REPORTER 


On Wednesday, February 9, the Redeemer Art 
Gallery welcomes Madison-based, fine art photographer 
Lindsey Rothrock. 


Rothrock has always had a passion for photography. As 
a young child, she often stole her mom’s point-and-shoot 
camera to take her own photos. When she was nine or 
ten years old, her parents gifted her with her own point- 
and-shoot camera, the first significant gift she received in 
relation to her craft. In middle school, she would borrow 
her dad’s DSLR camera. By high school, Rothrock started 
working her first part-time job in order to purchase her 
own Camera. 


While she has always loved taking pictures—and the cre- 
ativity it entails—she has a deep appreciation for the way 
that her photography allows her to make meaning: “Art is 
a very human way of expressing truths that can be very dif- 
ficult to put into words or express in another way.” 


Rothrock’s installation at Redeemer will run from 
February 9 to March 26. The installation comprises three 
photography collections, each offering powerful and inti- 
mate expressions of embodied experience and commenting 
on a different facet of embodiment. éte ubicas?, Spanish 
for “do you know where you are?” explores how memories 
of place, landscape, or home become imprinted within our 
bodies. Femininity/Masculinity is a thought experiment 
that asks us to attend to our assumptions about gender 
roles and expectations. The third, and newest collection, 
Sexual Assault, examines how experiences of trauma con- 
tinue to live, not just in our memories, but in the whole 
structure of our bodies. 


The beauty of Rothrock’s work is that it speaks so deeply to 
the human condition. Associate Professor of Art Phil Irish 
speaks to the universality of Rothrock’s work: “Everyone 
has a body. We are thinking about how our bodies carry 
memory and meaning. We aren’t just a ‘brain on a stick,’ as 
James Smith would say, we are embodied creatures.” This 
exhibit will provide faculty and students with the opportu- 
nity to think about what it means to be embodied, which 
we can all relate to regardless of our affinity or lack thereof 
towards art. 


Fourth-year media communications and art double ma- 
jor Henny Koonstra comments on one of the pieces that 
resonated with her: “Sexual assault is a really important 
topic that needs to be dealt with gently, while at the same 
time not minimizing the pain that assault causes. Her [Ro- 
throck’s] work shows the beauty of the woman's body with- 


out objectifying and captures the trauma of how assault has 
affected her, leaving bruises and scars on her body in both 
a physical and symbolic way.” 


Although Redeemer is a Christian institution, it would 
be naive to assume that its religious affiliation somehow 
safeguards all students from the various injustices of the 
world—one of these being sexual assault. At the same time, 
it is a highly sensitive, often stigmatized and triggering 
topic, making it difficult to properly address. 


Irish puts it well when he comments on the ways that Ro- 
throck’s work can be 
used to create a unique 
space to broach difficult 
topics: “A large section 
of the work is going to be 
the sexual assault piece, 
and we want students 
to know that. While it 
may make us uncom- 
fortable, it’s something 
that affects Redeemer 
students. People carry 
stories within them; 
Christian people are 
not exempt from treat- 
ing others poorly. This 
{Rothrock’s work] is 
not a preachy but rather 
poetic way to be open 
about injustices like 
sexual assault.” 


Like Koonstra, second- 
year art major and busi- 
ness minor Cecilia 
Salituro was moved by 
the profound messages 
behind the photography. Salituro reflects on the Feminin- 
ity/Masculinity collection: “These pieces really stood out 
to me as she [Rothrock] was commenting on how specific 
virtues are viewed as being tied to either males or females. 
Even within the church there is this flawed association be- 
tween virtues and genders. These sorts of rigid boundaries 
and expectations of gender roles are held in a way that is 
harmful and goes against God's design of diversity within 
human beings.” 


Within an academic institution like Redeemer, various 
conversations occur everyday, some surrounding the top- 


“These pieces really stood out to me 
as she [Rothrock] was commenting 
on how specific virtues are viewed as 
being tied to either males or females. 
Even within the church there is this 
flawed association between 
virtues and genders. These sorts of 
rigid boundaries and 
expectations of gender roles are held 
in a way that is 
harmful and goes against 
God's design of diversity 
within human beings. ” 

- Henny Koonstra 


lighthouse, Lindsey Rothrock 


ics that Rothrock addresses in her work. However, art al- 
lows for meaning to be found in a different way; it doesn't 
occur through academic instruction or conversation but 
often through silent contemplation. Students are encour- 
aged to come to the exhibit regardless of their discipline 
of study. 


Rothrock herself remarks, “Even if you don’t feel artistical- 
ly inclined, I think it can be really powerful and important 
to sit with the truths and stories that are expressed in art. 
My work deals with topics that are common themes that a 
lot of folks wrestle with.” 


Both Koonstra and Salituro highlight 
the importance of encountering art as 
a community. Koonstra states, “Ev- 
eryone can learn from art even if they 
are not an artist. It’s good to support 
the Redeemer art community-—I really 
believe it’s important for different pro- 
grams to get to know and appreciate 
each other’s work.” 


Salituro emphasizes the benefits of 
engaging with art: “So often we are 
thinking as academics in linguistic 
terms. Art is a completely different 
form of communication, but it has 
just as much depth, knowledge and in- 
sight. It speaks on topics of the spirit, 
relationships, and theology. All these 
things are so important to us, but we 
often only think of them in the linguis- 
tic context. Art gives us an enriching 
experience, both as a community and 
as individuals.” 


Engaging with Rothrock’s work pro- 

vides students with the opportunity 
to reflect on their own or communally on aspects of em- 
bodiment. It can be a way for fruitful conversations to flow 
from otherwise uncomfortable and “taboo” topics. Lrish 
states, “Art is powerful. We can use it to build relationships 
with each other and hear one another’s stories and expe- 
riences. Rothrock’s show does this, perhaps more clearly 
than other pieces of art.” 


Redeemer students we sincerely encourage you to visit 
the Exhibition located in the I don’t know what to call this 
area. The installment will be available for your viewing and 
reflection from February 9 - March 26. 
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Dont Look Up Review 


A Movie That Will Rock Your World 


IAN DEJONG 
SENIOR REPORTER 


What would you do if you were told that a 5-kilo- 
metre-wide comet is on its way to demolish you, your fam- 
ily, your friends, and the rest of the world, and you have 
six months to live? In his satirical dark comedy film Don’t 
Look Up, Adam McKay says that it is not that simple just to 
do the right thing and advocate to destroy the comet before 
it destroys you. There is one large barrier to that demand: 
the apathy of American culture. 


(Quick trigger warning: The next two paragraphs contain 
spoilers and the film itself contains nudity and profanity). 
The movie begins with two astronomers from Michigan 
State University, Randall Mindy, a professor, and Kate 
Diabisky, a Ph.D. student, who discover a comet in the 
solar system through their telescope. They shortly realize 
that it is directed toward the earth and is large enough to 
extinguish every living being on the planet in six months. 
Because of this, Mindy and Diabisky meet with the presi- 
dent of the United States, Janie Orlean, to address this ex- 
istential threat, but she generally shows a lack of concern 
for the issue. The two then appear on a morning show to 
talk about their discovery, but like the president, the inter- 
viewers are ignorant of the crisis of the situation. The issue 
does not receive any serious attention from the public until 
Orlean finally decides to tackle the problem as a diversion 
from a personal scandal. 


However, this plan is aborted, as CEO of tech company 
3ASH, Peter Isherwell, discovers that the comet contains 
rare-earth elements and can be used for profit. As the skep- 
tics and the activists become more polarized, Mindy furi- 
ously rants about the administration’s greed and ignorance 
on live television. Afterwards, to spread more awareness 
of the situation, Mindy and Diabisky start a social media 
campaign, “Just Look Up,” to which Orlean responds with 
a political campaign, “Don’t Look Up.” BASH fails in their 
effort to disassemble the comet, leaving the world bound 
for destruction, except for Orlean, Isherwell, and their as- 
sociates, who escape earth on a “sleeper spaceship.” Before 
the comet impacts the earth and destroys every living being 
on it, Mindy and Diabasky enjoy one final dinner with fam- 
ily and friends, 22,740 years later, those who left earth on 
the spaceship find another habitable planet and wake up 
from their cryogenic state. The end. 


Why is watching Don’t Look Up even worth our time? Why 
has this movie received 152 million hours of streaming in 
one week? It may have to do with the timing, a mix of both 
Christmas and COVID-i9 lockdown. It also may be attrib- 
uted to the loaded cast, which includes Leonardo DiCaprio, 
Jennifer Lawrence, Meryl Streep, Jonah Hill, Timothée 
Chalamet, Cate Blanchett, Tyler Perry, and more—an as- 
sembly that collectively holds eight Oscar wins and forty- 
three Oscar nominations. Additionally, the viewing expe- 
rience itself is enjoyable. It is undeniably humorous and 
creative, and although the twisted cultural elements were 
exaggerated, the mass polarization feels very familiar to us. 


However, a big aspect of the film’s popularity is connected 
to its daunting message. 


What is this movie trying to communicate about Ameri- 
can culture? In an interview, Leonardo DiCaprio said, “If 
I were to describe Don’t Look Up in a nutshell, it would be 
an analogy of modern-day culture and our inability to hear 
and listen to scientific truth.” The “scientific truth” being 
that climate change is a real, devastating challenge to our 
existence. 


Although this film was written before the COVID-19 pan- 
demic, it fits appropriately with the identity politics behind 
the vaxxed and the vax-nots, as well as ignorance towards 
the threat of the virus. McKay indeed satirizes other Amer- 
ican societal problems: polarization and diversion in the 
absence of justice; populism, nepotism, and cronyism in 
politics; and the egotism and greed of Big Tech. 


But the movie has generally received negative reception 
from its audiences, with a 56% on Rotten Tomatoes, 7.3 
on IMDb, and 49% on Metacritic. Forbes journalist David 
Better claims that the criticism is attributed to its uncom- 
fortable and blunt message and its belittling of American 
politicians, musicians, and entrepreneurs. On the flip side, 
those are the reasons why its positive receptors adore this 
movie. 


Much of the film analyses consist of critiquing the accu- 
racy or lack thereof in depicting America’s response to cli- 
mate change. But most of the responses fail to include the 
theological angle of the movie, which not only highlights 
what the film gets drastically wrong but also how it (un- 
intentionally) parallels with the biblical understanding of 
human nature and eschatology. Surprisingly, there is more 
Christian theological significance in the film than meets the 
eye. 


But, to start, one ought to establish what this movie gets 
wrong, First and most importantly, McKay delivers a secu- 
lar narrative. According to the film, the end of the world 
will come because of human error, redemption from disas- 
ter is only achieved through technological advancements, 
and redemption is only given to the wealthy, the powerful, 
and the oppressors. However, according to God's redemp- 
tive narrative, he will usher in true redemption through a 
process of reviving creation, where the oppressor will be 
brought low in front of the oppressed. As it says in Isaiah 
60:14—a notable eschatological account in the Bible—“The 
children of your oppressors will come bowing before you; 
all who despise you will bow down at your feet.” 


Second, despite its clear satirization of American culture, 
McKay's biased posture is demonstrated in his depiction of 
the world’s pressing issues. New York Times opinion col- 
umnist Ross Douthat puts it best in his tweet which states 
that the film’s “signal failure is that it aspires to be a movie 
about *systemic* cultural-political failure but ultimately 
tells a story where if a dumb right-wing president had cho- 
sen policy A instead of policy B everything would've been 
fine.” This critique is valid for two reasons, Speaking theo- 
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logically, God would not assign one politician the power to 
stop the end of the world, and it is not the fault of conserva- 
tives that the world is falling apart. 


What does the movie get right? First, McKay is right to say 
that climate change is not regarded as a priority by the pub- 
lic. Rising sea levels, the acidification of oceans, an increase 
in natural disasters worldwide, and a general increase in 
global temperatures are all objective scientific facts and re- 
quire attention and effective policies which address them. 
Many of these threats to the climate are attributed to hu- 
man error. If the Bible calls us to have dominion over the 
earth and to fill and subdue it (Genesis 1:26-28), then it is 
part of our calling to advance necessary measures and care 
for creation. 


Second, as expressed by Reinhold Niebuhr and other re- 
formed theologians, it is certainly true that human nature 
possesses a disposition toward self-interest, which often 
makes its way into politics and business. This explains the 
egotistical nature of President Orlean and Isherwell. Fur- 
thermore, politicians are motivated by ideology, a form of 
idolatry that promises redemption through an alternative 
narrative other than the Bible. For the movie, this is dem- 
onstrated in President Orlean’s right-wing populism. 


Third, near the end of the film, Mindy, his friends, and his 
family decide to have one final dinner before the comet 
strikes the earth. Yule (Diabisky’s partner) accepts Mindy’s 
request to pray, as he is the only religious one at the table. 
The prayer is a very fitting lamentation for the end of all 
things or, at least, the worst-case scenario: “Dearest Father 
and Almighty Creator, we ask for your grace tonight, de- 
spite our pride. Your forgiveness, despite our doubt. Most 
of all, Lord, we ask for your love to soothe us through these 
dark times. May we face whatever is to come in your divine 
will with courage and open hearts of acceptance. Amen.” 
This prayer acknowledges human sin and weakness, as 
well as God's sovereignty and all-perfect will. 


As Christian writer Andrew Petiprin suggests in his review 
of the film in Word on Fire, this last supper was a “snap- 
shot of life in the Kingdom of Heaven” because of their de- 
sire to seek God, expressions of gratitude, and exchanges of 
gifts. Witnessing the end of the world undoubtedly makes 
one turn their head to the source of all life. 


How should we watch Don't Look Up as Redeemer stu- 
dents? We should acknowledge its secular bias, but also 
appreciate its alignment with Reformed theology, as 
mentioned above. For the last 10 years, there have been 
other speeches and pieces of culture that have motivated 
the public to take action. This includes Greta Thunberg’s 
speech at the United Nations, Leonardo DiCaprio’s docu- 
mentary film Before The Flood, or Bill Gates’ book How 
to Avoid a Climate Disaster. But Don’t Look Up takes a 
unique approach by acknowledging how climate change is 
connected with the absurdity of our decadent culture in the 
Western world. The gloomy ending, alongside its constant 
inter-shots of God's glorious creation, may encourage us to 
remember that we humans have a mandate to follow. 


THROWBACK — 
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One of the perks of being on the Crown team is having access to the Crown archives- but we don't want to keep it all to ourselves! We're introducing a new 
section called “From the Vault” where we reprint articles that have been written by past Redeemer students. 
This month we're bringing you a former plan for campus expansion, it’s fascinating to see what once was in the works for Redeemer. 


Campus Expansion 


KARRIE FALLS 
DECEMBER 9, 2002 


Although there was not a vast turnout for the 
open forum on Friday, November 8 on the upcoming ex- 
pansions of the Redeemer University College campus, it 
was a worthwhile event, explaining the proposed growth 
for the upcoming years. President Cooper explained the 
phases of expansion and how they will happen, including 
_ time for questions and concerns. 


around 725 students attend Redeemer, and the 
proposal intends to accommodate 800 students next year, 
950 in 2004, and eventually 1000 by 2005/06. The entire 
budget is 11.5 million dollars, but this does not include a 
tuition increase. There are three sources of revenues be- 
ing utilized, including a government infrastructure grant, a 
nine million dollar campaign (support from alumni mem- 
bers etc.), plus a small loan. The plan is to expand as God 
provides the resources with which to do so. Of this nine 
million dollar campaign goal, 2.1 million has already been 
collected. The expansion will be a slow process as to not 
sacrifice quality. 


The gradual implementations are to occur in five areas. 
The total area of scholastic expansion will eventually yield 
40,000 square feet. These upgrades are to include three 
new academic areas, another residence hall facing Augus- 
tine Hall, and the needed infrastructure including new 
roads, water supply, and possible trails that will be open 
to the community. Prioritization of amendments is being 
explored through a working group that is compiling lists of 
needs for each department. 


Timing: 


2003 - Eastside Addition: Phase I 

This is to include two new art studios, music practicing ar- 
eas that are actually soundproof, a new language lab, and 
extended kitchen space for food services. The proposed 
budget for this phase is 1 million dollars. 


2004 - South Expansion: Phase II 

This phase will enhance the library area, by moving the 
library all downstairs, and adding new faculty offices and 
potentially a lounge upstairs. Also, there may be additions 


Humans of 
Redeemer 


A Story From 


Leah Beldman 
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GRACE RAJBALLIE 
SENIOR REPORTER 


“It was my first year at Redeemer, and I was liv- 
ing in Dorm 1. Part way through the school year, we started 
hearing some noises, which we assumed to be mice. How- 
ever the noises sounded like they were coming from crea- 
tures much bigger than mice, so we contacted Maintenance 
to look into it for us. Maintenance came by and told us that 
it was just squirrels, and they would eventually leave. 


Maintenance returned a few days later and found dead 
squirrels in the top of our house, but the noises still contin- 
ued. We then found out that the squirrels had been killed 
by rats, specifically Norwegian rats, living above us. Then, 
the rats started nesting in our basement and had babies 
down there. We had to tape our door shut because the rats 
would come up the stairs and bang on our door. 


This was all happening during exam time, so it was already 


to the education department classrooms, There is a need 
for more faculty offices and a lounge because as the student 
population rises, a new faculty member is hired on roughly 
a 20:1 student to professor ratio. 


This phase will also include a new residence facing Augus- 
tine Hall. The residence is to be the same, accommodating 
78 students at maximum capacity. There is a real emphasis 
on creating a quality residence hall in order to bypass the 
maintenance needs of the townhouses. 


2005 - Northwest Wing: Phase III 

Phase III will enhance the current bookstore, the audito- 
rium, and the athletic centre. The physical education de- 
velopment is to include a new triple-gymnasium complex, 
more storage areas, and possible changes to fitness equip- 
ment. 


Questions and Answers: 


1, Will there be a place for mature students and commuters 
to go and store their food (refrigerator, etc.)? 
Unfortunately this is not included in the first phase of 
expansion. The faculty and student lounges are to be im- 
plemented in Phase III. There are, however, ideas in the 
works to create more lockers for storage, and a suggestion 
has been put forth about a partition for the commuting stu- 
dents’ area so it is not so drafty. 


2. Will there be a possibility of letting second-year students 
live off-campus to create more room in residences? 

There is a good chance that the age restriction will be 
dropped from 21 to 20 with regards to off-campus living. 
There is still a need for a restriction as high school gradua- 
tion age is now 18. Redeemer feels that residence builds an 
essential bonding and community that is vital to one’s first 
few years of study. This new age change would not take ef- 
fect until Fall of 2004. 


3. What do the plans take into account regarding environ- 
mental stewardship? 

There is a concrete plan to preserve the area’s green space. 
The wetlands, wooded area, and the Whaley Teaching Gar- 
den will be protected. There is also a possibility that they 
would create trail areas open to the community. Enhancing 
the environment of the area is a component to the infra- 
structure grant. 


a pretty stressful season for everyone. My RA was really 
freaked out. I think that it was especially stressful for me, 
because I had been homeschooled, so this was my first 
time ever taking exams with a bunch of other students. 


So, in the middle of exam time, we actually had to move 
our entire dorm to Dorm 11, which was the quarantine 
dorm at the time. Looking back, it was the funniest thing: 
we were moving all our things in wheelbarrows and carry- 
ing armloads of clothing to our new dorm. At the time it 
was pretty overwhelming, but we had the mentality, “If we 
can get through this, we can get through anything.” 


While we never got to move back to Dorm 1, they did end 
up exterminating the rats, and there hasn't been a problem 
since. It’s pretty funny to look back on; it’s definitely still 
something that we joke around about. If someone hears a 


4. Could the auditorium be used as a classroom? 

There is a possibility that this area could be used for early 
morning classes, but other than that, it is not feasible. It is 
used for theatre productions and rehearsals (which also re- 
quire much preparation), chapel, organ lessons, and many 
special events throughout the year. Redeemer also would 
like to stay clear of huge class sizes that exist in secular 
universities, 


5. Will there be improvements/changes to computer net- 
working? 

It is greatly noted that there have been many challenges in 
this area. There will be two major changes employed. First 
of all, there will be people to work with students as they 
bring in their own computers as to avoid viruses that have 
shut down the entire network. This will involve making 
sure everyone has Norton Anti-Virus, etc. Secondly, new 
and better servers are being pursued with better firewalls. 
They are also going to look into server capacity to see if it 
is possible for students to have their own accounts that can 
be accessed from any computer on campus. 


6. What will be done to ensure that Redeemer is able to 
maintain its unique Christian atmosphere? 

There are plans for hiring a full-time pastor for the stu- 
dents, keeping a close-knit residence life, hiring faculty 
and staff that share in Redeemer’s vision, and making ad- 
ditions to the services offered by student life. As well, Re- 
deemer is learning from other Christian institutions that 
have expanded successfully and maintain a Christian en- 
vironment. 


As our environment grows and develops, there are plans 
in the works to upgrade security as needed. It is apparent 
that as the population expands, more security-related is- 
sues arise. The common view about plans for buildings 
and additions is that quality is important. This does not 
mean being frivolous, but it is important to budget for the 
long run. Reduced maintenance and energy saving costs 
are very essential. The townhouses need much repair each 
year, as they are lower quality than the newer residence. 
Issues versus value/basic needs and luxurious additions 
are being prayerfully considered. It is imperative that Re- 
deemer receive the support and prayers of the Redeemer 
community. If you have any questions or concerns feel free 
to contact Ralph Hart at the security office or via e-mail, or 
contact Student Senate at senate@redeemer.on.ca. 
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noise, we'll say, “Better hope it's not rats!” I think experi- 
ences like this are the ones we will always remember from 
our time at Redeemer. 


Although at the time it was not the most ideal situation, 
I'm grateful for Residence Life; they were a really good 
support for my RA. Maintenance also does try to do their 
best—all the problems we had prior to the rats were solved 
right away. If I could tell students anything, it would be to 
call Maintenance right away. Of course we don’t want to 
create unnecessary work for Maintenance, but in reality, 
we should have called sooner about the noises. I also want 
to encourage students who are in stressful or unpredict- 
able situations to reach out to Learning Services or their 
professors as they are super helpful!” 
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LAN DEJONG 
SENIOR REPORTER 


Name: Laurie Busuttil 

Program: Business 

Years Taught at Redeemer: 10 
Favourite part about teaching at 


Redeemer: | love when I look at a 
student's face and witness their light- 
bulb moment of understanding some- 
thing in class. 


Favourite Christmas break 
moment: Sitting in my armchair with a 
good book and looking out at the lake. 
If you were to introduce a class to 
Redeemer, what would it be? 

The Business of Dark Chocolate 

Go-to Tim Horton’s order: 
Chocolate chunk cookie 

Favourite cartoon character: 
Charlie Brown 

Favourite song from teenage 
years: “Sunny Days” by Lighthouse 


Prof Profiles 


Last semester, we made profiles of student workers and leaders. This time, we are dedicating this section to some of our favourite profes- 
sors at Redeemer, as we want you to appreciate their hard work as well as fun details about them that you may not know. Thank you, profs! 


Name: Edward Berkelaar 
Programs: Chemistry and 
Environmental Science 

Years taught at Redeemer: 19 
Favourite part about teaching at 
Redeemer: Seeing the students grow 
in their understanding of their studies. 
Favourite Christmas break 
moment: Knocking down a massive 
tree stump! 

If you were to introduce a class to 
Redeemer, what would it be? The 
History of Our Use of Plants 

Go-to Tim Horton’s order: Black 
dark roast coffee 

Favourite cartoon character: 
Moana 

Favourite song from teenage 
years: “Free Fallin” by Tom Petty 


Name: Doug Sikkema 

Programs: English Literature and 
Core Studies 

Years taught at Redeemer: 10 
Favourite part about teaching at 
Redeemer: Seeing students undergo 
spiritual transformation and grow in 
their faith. 

Favourite Christmas break 
moment: Spending time with kids, 
whether it’s skating, sledding, puzzles, 
and/or games. 

If you were to introduce a class to 
Redeemer, what would it be? Logic 
and Rhetoric (with Dr. Drake) 

Go-to Tim Horton’s order: Medium 
dark roast coffee with two creams 

New Years Resolution: 

Stop Drinking Coffee 

Favourite cartoon character: Calvin 
(from “Calvin and Hobbes”) 


Name: Russell Kosits 

Program: Psychology 

Years taught at Redeemer: 16 
Favourite part about teaching at 
Redeemer: Having the freedom to 
think from the Christian 

perspective and the joy of discovering 
the Christian worldview. 

Favourite Christmas break 
moment: Spending time with fam- 

ily and driving over the Mario Cuomo 
Bridge at night. 

If you were to introduce a class to 
Redeemer, what would it be? The 
Addictive Properties of Mike & Ike’s 
Go-to Tim Horton’s order: Medium 
black coffee, and if I’m feeling weak, two 
sour cream glazed timbits 

Favourite cartoon character: 

Bugs Bunny 


Prof(essing) Love 
Stories of 
“Falling in Love” from 
Redeemer Faculty 


GRACE RAJBALLIE 
SENIOR REPORTER 


With Valentine’s Day approaching, it is only fit- 
ting that the February edition of the Crown includes some 
love content. Redeemer has always been known for its 
community, where students know their professors on a 
more personal level. However, dual delivery and virtual 
learning has posed some barriers to the feeling of commu- 
nity. Hopefully these stories allow you to get to know some 
of the Redeemer faculty a little better! 


Dr. Timothy Epp 

When I was twenty years old, I moved from Sas- 
katchewan to Hamilton to volunteer with a program called 
Mennonite Voluntary Service. I started a two-year term of 
serving at the Welcome Inn, an inner city community cen- 
tre. One of my responsibilities while working with the or- 
ganization included volunteering at New Horizons, a thrift 
store which is still operating today. One day while working 
at New Horizons and taking out the garbage, | ran into a 
beautiful young woman folding used clothing. | learned 
her name was Karen. We struck up a friendship, and she 
invited me to her house for supper. 


Karen worked for L’Arche, an organization where people 
like Karen come to live in community with people who live 
with developmental disabilities. What I thought might be 
an intimate candlelight dinner turned out to be supper 
with everyone living with Karen! One of my first lessons 
was how to share. I had to learn that to be in a relationship 
with Karen I had to be in some kind of friendship with the 
people she was supporting at L’Arche as well. 


The second thing I had to learn was patience. Karen and I 
became good friends and remained friends for about eight 
years before we decided to start dating. The desire to serve 
others—and the grounding in communities like L’Arche 
and the Welcome Inn—gave us a foundation for our rela- 


Favourite song from teenage 
years: “A Long December” by 


Counting Crows 


tionship. Now I tell my daughters: eight years of friendship 
first, and then you can start dating! 


While the Welcome Inn has remained a historical site for us 
as it is where Karen and I were married, our oldest daugh- 
ter was baptized, and our younger daughter had her adop- 
tion party, it was not where I ever envisioned myself. Ham- 
ilton was the last place on earth I had wanted to come to. 
When the Welcome Inn had called me initially and asked 
if I would be willing to serve with them, I said, “no” and 
had made up my mind that I would go hitchhiking to BC. 
However, I kept hearing a voice inside my head saying, “go 
to Hamilton,” and the voice would not leave me alone. I 
am grateful to God for talking to me about that, as this ex- 
perience at the Welcome Inn led me to Karen, my wife of 
twenty-six years! 


Dr. Marie Good 

The love story I thought I would share is actually 
the story of falling in love with my first baby. I thought it 
was appropriate, particularly for this time of year, because 
it was ten years ago on February 13 that my daughter Anna 
was born. 
Growing up, I had never been around babies or kids that 
much. As a teenager I didn’t like babysitting, and I was 
never the kind of person who would just go over and pick 
up someone else’s baby. During my pregnancy with Anna, 
I remember wondering how I was going to feel when I be- 
came a mom. 


I remembered a story that one of my youth leaders shared 
with me back when I was a teenager. | was probably sev- 
enteen or eighteen years old, and my youth leader had just 
become a mom. When I asked her what it felt like to be a 
mom and how she felt about her kids, she responded, “Well, 
the best way I can describe it is that it’s like falling in love. 
It's the feeling of missing the person you are in love with. 
That visceral feeling, almost like you ache because you miss 
them so much, that’s what it feels like with your baby.” 


I knew what it was like to be in love. I had a serious boy- 
friend at the time, who is now my husband. However, | just 
couldn’t wrap my head around my youth leader's response 
and thought, “No, that’s not possible.” Even as | was preg- 
nant with Anna and reflecting on this story, I still doubted 
it was possible. 


When Anna was born, I didn’t get to see her or hold her 
right away, as I had some complications and had to have a 
C-section. It wasn’t until a few hours later that I was able to 
finally hold her. I will never forget this moment; it is seared 
in my memory, holding her and instantly falling in love. It 
truly was love at first sight, with the same intensity of love 
that I had felt falling in love with my husband—obviously, it 


Favourite song from teenage 
years: “Still Loving You” by Scorpions 


was a different kind of love, but it had that same quality of 
not being able to be apart from her for one moment. It was 
the only moment of my life so far that has felt like magie— 
and I don’t use that word lightly, but there is no other word 
to describe it. 


Although my husband and I have had two other kids since 
then, nothing has been as intense as that first experience of 
becoming a parent. I was shocked by how much it really felt 
like falling in love. Following Anna’s birth, I remembered 
what my youth leader had shared with me and realized just 
how accurate her description was. When I think about fall- 
ing in love, I think about holding Anna for the first time. 
Some people say love at first sight was seeing their future 
spouse, but for me, it was holding my daughter! 


Dr. Lisa Devall-Martin 

In 2019, my husband and I were empty nested 
and had recently moved out of our big house into a lovely 
townhouse condo. About six months into being empty 
nesters, I was pretty much losing my mind. We had previ- 
ously had a wonderful dog named Mitzi, who had passed 
away from liver failure. I had brought Mitzi home unan- 
nounced when my children were young—my husband was 
not thrilled, but he grew to love her! 


This time around I decided I would ask my husband be- 
fore getting a dog! One night we were talking about poten- 
tially having a dog, and my husband said, “Oh, what would 
you call it?” and it just came to me: Sherlock. My husband 
LOVES Sherlock Holmes and Agatha Christie, and he just 


seemed to be warming up to the idea of getting a dog, he 
hadn't said “yes” yet. 


That same month, he was stranded at Pearson Interna- 
tional Airport trying to get to Arizona before a conference. 
He had arrived at the airport at 6 a.m., and his flight didn’t 
end up leaving until after 9 p.m., giving him a lot of time to 
think. At around 5 p.m. I got a text from him saying “buy 
the dog.” He didn't have to tell me twice—I immediately put 
a deposit on the dog. 


A week later, we drove in an ice storm to Peterborough to 
get our Maltipoo-Fox Terrier from a beautiful old farm. We 
spent the day with the farmer; he gave us a tour of the farm, 
and we got to meet Sherlock's dad and the rest of the litter. 


He has been pure joy through COVID-19. He is a wonder- 
ful lap dog~and who would have thought-my husband 
lets Sherlock sleep with us! My husband is so smitten with 
Sherlock that he recently bought him little booties for his 
outdoor walks! 


